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University of 
Cambridge 

Funder policies for 
OA to DATA 



“Publicly funded research data are a public 
good (…), which should be made openly 
available with as few restrictions as possible…” 

RCUK Common Principles on Data Policy 
http://www.rcuk.ac.uk/research/datapolicy/ 
 



DON’T I OWN MY DATA? 

Yes, but you have to abide by terms 
and conditions agreed upon when 
accepting the grant 



WHAT IS RESEARCH DATA? 

“…factual material commonly retained 
by and accepted in the scientific 
community as necessary to validate 
research findings…” 

EPSRC:  
http://www.epsrc.ac.uk/about/standards/researchdata/scope/ 

 
 



 Make it available to people outside your group 

 Better management of your own data: 
 

o “This person already left, I don’t know where’s 
their data” 

o “I think I’ve done this experiment… the results 
should be somewhere…” 

o “But I didn’t ask my participants for the consent 
form…” 

Why would I share my data? 



TODAY: 

• EPSRC 

• Other funders 

• Funding for Research Data Management 

• Our help 



Strictest data policy 

All publications published on/after 1st May 2015 
need a statement describing how to access the 
underlying research data 
 
EPSRC will do random checks on publications: 
• Is there a statement?  
• Is data accessible? 

http://www.epsrc.ac.uk/about/standards/researchdata/expectations/ 



How to share data? 
• Describe your data (metadata) 

• Deposit your data in suitable repositories 

• Use DOIs (Digital Object Identifiers) 

• Store data for at least 10 years from the last 
access 

http://www.epsrc.ac.uk/about/standards/researchdata/expectations/ 



Exemptions 
• Personal/sensitive data 

• IP protection/commercial data 

• Too expensive to share 

 
Appropriate statement in the publication 
needs to explain the reasons for restrictions 

http://www.epsrc.ac.uk/about/standards/researchdata/expectations/ 



Other funders 

• Require Data Management Plans 

• MRC: Data Plans should be updated annually 

• ESRC and NERC: preferred data repositories 

• BBSRC, ESRC, NERC: sanctions for non-

compliance 

 



Funding for Research Data 
Management: 

• Can be requested as part of the full 
economic cost of a research project.  

• Can be used to support for example: 

o staffing 

o Physical resources, e.g. storage 

• e.g. sharing data via Cambridge data repository: 
£5/GB 



What do I need to do? 

• For every new publication – share what is 
shareable & add a statement 
 

• Budget for Research Data Management in 
your grant applications 
 

• Be aware of help available to you at the 
University of Cambridge 
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FUNDERS’ POLICIES 
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 TRAINING AND WORKSHOPS 

www.data.cam.ac.uk/support 



Request one today 

www.data.cam.ac.uk/support 

 TRAINING AND WORKSHOPS 



DATA MANAGEMENT PLAN 

https://dmponline.dcc.ac.uk/ 

www.data.cam.ac.uk/support/external 
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DATA REPOSITORY 

www.data.cam.ac.uk/repository 



DATA REPOSITORY 

University of Cambridge data repository 

www.data.cam.ac.uk/upload 
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University of 
Cambridge 

Final Announcements 



Name competition for the University 
repository 

 Win a £25 coffee voucher for Aromi 

 E-mail your name proposition to 
info@data.cam.ac.uk 



OPUS tool – keep track of your data 

 Free tool created by researchers at the 
Computer Lab in Cambridge 

 Linux users 

 Register for a free workshop on 17 June: 
http://bit.ly/OPUStool 



THANK YOU 

Enquiries about research data: info@data.cam.ac.uk 

Enquiries about Open Access to publications: info@openaccess.cam.ac.uk 

Slides: http://www.data.cam.ac.uk/files/20150513opendata.pdf 

 

Follow us on Twitter: @CamOpenData 



Personal/sensitive data 

• Consider data sensitivity before the start of your project (Data Management Plan) 

• More information: 

• Our website (University resources): 

• http://www.data.cam.ac.uk/sensitive-data 

• University Ethics website: 

• http://www.research-integrity.admin.cam.ac.uk/research-ethics/ 

• MRC guidelines: 

• http://www.mrc.ac.uk/documents/pdf/personal-information-in-medical-research/ 

• ESRC consent form and anonymisation guide: 

• http://www.data-archive.ac.uk/create-manage/consent-ethics/consent?index=3 

• http://www.esrc.ac.uk/about-esrc/information/framework-for-research-ethics/consent-

anonymisation.aspx 

 


